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English Language Arts/Literacy

Today you will research how penguins are rescued after a large
oil spill. You will read three articles. As you review these sources,
you will gather information and answer questions about the
rescue of penguins so you can write an essay.

Read the passage from the article by Lauren Tarshis titled “The Amazing
Penguin Rescue.” Then answer questions 8 and 9.

from “The Amazing Penguin Rescue”
by Lauren Tarshis

Imagine you are an African penguin living on an island in the middle of the
South Atlantic Ocean. You live with tens of thousands of other penguins on a
rocky beach. It’s a typical day there in June—cold and windy. The beach echoes
with penguin noises, barks and honks and brays. Some of your fellow penguins
fight for territory. Others cuddle with their mates and dote on their chicks.

  

You’re hungry, so you head down to the water’s edge. You waddle on tiny feet,
and your wings are too stubby for flying. But in the water, you can swim faster
and dive deeper than any bird on Earth. As you plunge into the sea, your wings
become powerful underwater propellers. You shoot through the water at 
12 miles an hour, a black-and-white blur, snatching sardines from the surface,
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English Language Arts/Literacy

swallowing them whole, then catching more. Your thick feathers protect you
from the freezing water.

You stay in the sea for hours until your belly is full. Then you turn to head back
to shore.

That’s when something goes wrong.

As you come to the surface for air, the water feels unfamiliar. It is thick, and it
burns your eyes. You try to swim away, but suddenly your wings are too heavy
to lift and you can barely propel yourself. Your body wobbles and rolls. You feel
bitterly cold. You shiver and gasp for breath.

What you don’t know is that just hours ago, a cargo ship called Treasure hit a
reef and split apart. As it sank, 1,300 tons of toxic crude oil gushed into the
sea. Oil surrounds your breeding ground—the largest African penguin breeding
ground in the world.

You are not the only penguin that has become soaked with the poisonous oil.
Thousands of others have been trapped in the massive oil slick.

The impact of oil on a penguin (or any bird) is immediate and devastating. You
are shivering because the oil has caused your layers of feathers to separate.
Freezing water now lashes at your sensitive skin. Your eyes hurt because the
oil has burned them. Your wings are heavy because they are coated with oil.

But your instinct for survival is strong. Somehow you struggle back to shore,
fighting the waves and the current. The trip, usually effortless, is an agonizing
ordeal. You manage to stagger onto the beach and back to your nest. You lick
and peck at your feathers, desperate to clean them. Finally you give up. There
is nothing to do but stand there, terrified, dazed, and silent.

Strange Creatures

Then the beach is invaded by enormous creatures.

They are humans, but you don’t know that. You have never seen a human
before. These men and women know what you don’t: that this oil spill is a
catastrophe for you and your species. Some of them have devoted their lives to
helping birds like you, birds caught in oil spills and other human-made
disasters. They have helped with bird rescues around the world. All they care
about is saving your life.

But how could you know this?

As the humans swarm the beach, you are overcome with panic. A man catches
you. You lash out viciously with your powerful jaws and razor-sharp beak. You
bite his arm, ripping his skin through the fabric of his thick coat. He doesn’t let
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English Language Arts/Literacy

8. Part A

What does the word transformed mean as it is used in paragraph 15 of the
article by Lauren Tarshis?

Part B

Which detail from the article best supports the answer to Part A?

A

B

C

D

finished quickly

divided into areas

completed without fees

changed greatly in purpose

A

B

C

D

“ . . . a team of workers and volunteers . . .”

“. . . a warehouse into a penguin rescue center.”

“. . . worked with astonishing speed.”

“. . . holds hundreds of round enclosures . . .”
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English Language Arts/Literacy

9. Part A

What are two main ideas of the article by Lauren Tarshis?

Part B

Which two sentences from the article best support the answer to Part A?

A

B

C

D

E

F

Oil spills can spread quickly.

Penguins are good swimmers.

Oil spills are a great threat to penguins.

Penguins take good care of their young.

Penguins are interesting animals to watch.

People work hard to help the penguins get better.

A

B

C

D

E

F

“Others cuddle with their mates and dote on their chicks.”

“As you plunge into the sea, your wings become powerful underwater
propellers.”

“You are not the only penguin that has become soaked with the poisonous
oil.”

“The impact of oil on a penguin (or any bird) is immediate and
devastating.”

“In the wild, penguins hunt for sardines and gobble them up while they
are still alive and wriggling.”

“All of them have one thing in common: a mission to save as many
penguins as possible.”
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English Language Arts/Literacy

Read the article by Dyan deNapoli titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue.”
Then answer questions 10 through 12.

The Amazing Penguin Rescue
by Dyan deNapoli

as told to Natalie Smith

  

The summer of 2000, I had just finished my rounds tending to the New
England Aquarium’s 60 penguins when I got an urgent call from South Africa.
The manager of SANCCOB, a seabird rescue center in Cape Town, was on the
line. The region’s penguins were in trouble. The cargo ship MV Treasure had
sunk off the coast of Cape Town, creating an oil spill. Thirteen hundred tons of
fuel oil were flowing near Robben Island, right in the middle of the African
penguins’ primary habitat. In a matter of days, thick, toxic liquid had covered
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English Language Arts/Literacy

about 20,000 penguins. Without swift help, the seabirds would have no chance
for survival.

  

SANCCOB had launched a massive rescue operation for the oiled penguins.
Volunteers were showing up by the thousands, but they had no experience.
The center needed penguin keepers to train the volunteers. Would I help?

Two days later, I boarded a plane to South Africa. I was about to take part in
what would become the largest animal rescue operation ever attempted.

A Startling Silence

Just outside Cape Town, a large warehouse had been turned into a rescue
center for the oiled penguins. The rescuers had set up makeshift pools, which
held about 100 oiled birds each. Hundreds of pools covered the floor.

When I first walked into the building, I couldn’t believe my ears. Normally,
African penguins are vocal birds. I expected to walk in to a chorus of honking
and squawking. Instead, the center sounded like a library. Only the hushed
voices of people could be heard. The penguins were dead silent.

I felt overwhelmed. My heart ached for the distressed birds. Cleaning them all
seemed like an impossible task. But we had to carry on like doctors in an
emergency room. There was no time for doubt.

Bird Bath

Cleaning oil off a penguin isn’t easy. It takes two people—one to hold the
penguin, another to do the washing. The bird is sprayed with a degreaser and
scrubbed with warm, soapy water. Delicate areas around the face must be
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English Language Arts/Literacy

brushed with a toothbrush. Then the bird gets rinsed under a hose. The whole
process takes about an hour. Even with more than 12,500 volunteers, it took a
month to bathe all 20,000 birds at the center.

  

The Spreading Spill

While workers bathed penguins at the rescue center, another crisis was
developing. Oil from the spill had started moving north toward Dassen Island.
Tens of thousands of penguins were in the oil’s path. But we already had our
hands full with 20,000 recovering birds. Supplies were running low. If any
more birds were oiled, we wouldn’t have enough resources to save them.

One researcher came up with an idea: What if the Dassen penguins were
temporarily moved out of harm’s way? The method had never been tried
before. Experts decided to give it a chance. Workers rounded up a large
number of the penguins on Dassen Island and released them near Port
Elizabeth, 500 miles away. The hope was that by the time the seabirds swam
home, the oil would be gone. The plan worked! Another 20,000 penguins were
saved.

Amazing Rescue

The entire penguin rescue operation took about three months. In the end,
more than 90 percent of the oiled penguins were successfully returned to the
wild. In a previous large-scale penguin rescue, only half of the oiled birds
survived. We could hardly believe that our efforts worked!

But for me, the most inspiring part was the work of the volunteers. Rescuing
penguins isn’t glamorous. The stench of the rescue center—a mix of penguin
droppings and dead fish—made people feel sick. The scratches and bites of
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English Language Arts/Literacy

terrified birds covered volunteers’ arms. As the Penguin Lady, I’m used to
facing such hazards to care for the animals I love. What I didn’t realize was
how many other people care for penguins too.

From Scholastic SuperScience, January 2012. Copyright © 2012 by Scholastic,
Inc. Used by permission of Scholastic, Inc.
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10. Part A

Read the sentence from paragraph 5 of the article by Dyan deNapoli.

What does the word vocal mean as it is used in the sentence?

Normally, African penguins are vocal birds.

Part B

Which sentence from the article best helps the reader understand the
meaning of vocal in Part A?

A

B

C

D

shy

fearful

noisy

challenging

A

B

C

D

“I expected to walk in to a chorus of honking and squawking.”

“Only the hushed voices of people could be heard.”

“I felt overwhelmed.”

“My heart ached for the distressed birds.”
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11. Part A

Select the best summary of the article by Dyan deNapoli.

Part B

Which two quotations from the article best support the answer to Part A?

A

B

C

D

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town endangered the lives of a
nearby penguin population. Despite their efforts, rescuers quickly realized
that the penguins needed more care than they could provide.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town threatened the penguins who
lived on a nearby island. Experts spent months caring for the injured
birds, but many were unable to be released back into the wild.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town placed a nearby penguin
population in danger. Thousands of rescuers worked together to help the
penguins and eventually returned them to their home.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town threatened the lives of
penguins living nearby. Experts trained many people who volunteered to
help the penguins.

A

B

C

D

E

F

“The region’s penguins were in trouble.”

“The center needed penguin keepers to train the volunteers.”

“But we already had our hands full with 20,000 recovering birds.”

“If any more birds were oiled, we wouldn’t have enough resources to save
them.”

“In the end, more than 90 percent of the oiled penguins were successfully
returned to the wild.”

“In a previous large-scale penguin rescue, only half of the oiled birds
survived.”

4

10



English Language Arts/Literacy

12. Part A

How does the author, Dyan deNapoli, support the idea that cleaning the
penguins was a difficult task?

Part B

Which paragraph in the article by Dyan deNapoli best supports the answer to
Part A?

A

B

C

D

by providing a comparison of two ways to clean penguins

by providing a description of the steps for cleaning penguins

by providing a quotation from someone who cleaned penguins

by providing an explanation of why oil must be cleaned from penguins

A

B

C

D

paragraph 1

paragraph 6

paragraph 7

paragraph 9

5

11



English Language Arts/Literacy

13. Part A

Which sentence best states a difference between how information is
presented in the article by Lauren Tarshis and how information is presented in
the article by Dyan deNapoli?

Part B

Select two details from the articles that support the answer to Part A. Select
one detail from the article by Lauren Tarshis and one detail from the article by
Dyan deNapoli.

A

B

C

D

The article by Tarshis puts the reader in the role of a penguin affected by
an oil spill event, while the article by deNapoli tells how a person was
affected by an oil spill event.

The article by Tarshis focuses on statistics to provide more information
about an oil spill event, while the article by deNapoli shares the emotional
effects on rescuers after an oil spill event.

The article by Tarshis tells about the cause of an oil spill event, while the
article by deNapoli highlights the process used to clean the penguins
affected by an oil spill event.

The article by Tarshis offers details about the experience of the rescuers
who assist after an oil spill event, while the article by deNapoli discusses
the causes of an oil spill event.

A

B

C

D

E

F

“As it sank, 1,300 tons of toxic crude oil gushed into the sea.” (from the
article by Tarshis)

“You are not the only penguin that has become soaked with the poisonous
oil.” (from the article by Tarshis)

“And they intend to save every single one.” (from the article by Tarshis)

“I was about to take part in what would become the largest animal rescue
operation ever attempted.” (from the article by deNapoli)

“The rescuers had set up makeshift pools, which held about 100 oiled
birds each.” (from the article by deNapoli)

“It takes two people—one to hold the penguin, another to do the
washing.” (from the article by deNapoli)

Refer to the article by Lauren Tarshis titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue”
and the article by Dyan deNapoli titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue.” Then
answer questions 13 and 14.6 7
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14. Part A

Which phrase best describes both the workers in the article by Lauren Tarshis
and the volunteers in the article by Dyan deNapoli?

Part B

Select one detail from the article by Lauren Tarshis and one detail from the
article by Dyan deNapoli that best support the answer to Part A.

A

B

C

D

ready to save as many birds as possible

concerned about slipping on the oil-slick rocks

hopeful that more rescuers will arrive to help

angry because of the carelessness of humans

A

B

C

D

E

F

“These men and women know what you don’t: that this oil spill is a
catastrophe for you and your species.” (article by Lauren Tarshis)

“The sight of all of these scared and injured penguins is heartbreaking to
the humans.” (article by Lauren Tarshis)

“As news of the rescue effort spreads, hundreds, and then thousands, of
volunteers flock to the warehouse, eager to help.” (article by Lauren
Tarshis)

“Volunteers were showing up by the thousands, but they had no
experience.” (article by Dyan deNapoli)

“But we already had our hands full with 20,000 recovering birds.” (article
by Dyan deNapoli)

“As the Penguin Lady, I’m used to facing such hazards to care for the
animals I love.” (article by Dyan deNapoli)
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Read the article “Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in
South Atlantic.” Then answer question 15.

Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in 
South Atlantic

This is a follow-up to an earlier diary about the threat posed by oil spilled by a
freighter that broke up off Nightingale Island, home to approximately half of
the world’s endangered Northern Rockhopper penguin population.

Here is a brief recap of key events. On March 16, for reasons no one has been
able to determine, a fully loaded freighter containing soybeans slammed into
the rocks off Nightingale Island in the Tristan da Cunha archipelago (a World
Heritage site) in the south Atlantic. The freighter broke in half and sank,
dumping at least 1500 tons of fuel oil in the seas, which formed a heavy oil
slick around the island, threatening marine life. The penguins attracted the
most attention as they are critically endangered. Because of the remote
location, it took wildlife rescue teams nearly a week to reach the island by boat
and set up operations. Wildlife biologists estimate that half of the 
20,000-penguin colony have had some exposure to the oil and over 300 oiled
penguins have already died.

Thanks to outreach and updates by marine biologist David Guggenheim, the
difficult wildlife rescue operation is starting to get broader attention by NGOs1

and the media. CNN has finally covered the story.

This tragedy has been filled with unsung acts of heroism large and small. I
want to sing their praises.

Shortly after the freighter ran aground, the cruise ship Prince Albert and fishing
vessel Edinburgh responded to the distress signal and assisted in the difficult
task of evacuating the 22 crew members of the MS Oliva (Valetta) before it
broke apart and sank. A rescue team from the Prince Albert used small
pontoon vessels to reach the stricken ship, navigating rough seas and rocks in
the process. The crew members were brought to the Edinburgh, which was
small enough to dock on the island.

The residents of the island and the wildlife rescue teams have been working
around the clock to save the penguins and other marine animals affected by

1

2

3

4

5

6

1NGOs—nongovernmental organizations
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the oil. There are four major tasks required to save the penguin colony and
other affected wildlife.

(1) Locate and retrieve oiled animals. This means using small boats in heavy
seas to find the animals in the water, on rocks, and in remote coves. While
plucking the penguins from the water is relatively easy, getting to the animals
on sea-splashed and oil-covered rocks is quite another matter.

At last report, over 3000 oiled penguins have been rescued, along with sea
birds and seals.

(2) Treat the affected animals as quickly as possible to reduce ingestion of oil.
This requires washing the feathers with detergent to remove oil and then
coaxing them to drink fluids, vitamins and charcoal to absorb ingested oil. It is
a labor of love that means working every waking hour for the residents and
several dozen wildlife rescue specialists.

Once treated the less severely affected penguins are taken to the island’s
swimming pool, which has been emptied, partially filled with fresh water, and
cleaned frequently.

The more severely affected penguins and other sea birds are being taken to
warehouses and specially built sheds. These animals require more care and
observation. They also must be kept warm with heaters or infrared bulbs to
prevent pneumonia. The freighter crew has been spending their time building
the pens and rehabilitation sheds.
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English Language Arts/Literacy

(3) Pen and house the rest of colony to prevent exposure to oil. With molting
season ending, the penguins’ instinct is to head for the seas to forage for food.

(4) Feed the entire colony of 20,000 penguins. A large fishing vessel has been
working continuously since the crisis began to fish for the penguins. The seas
have been particularly rough and island residents have emptied their freezers
to feed the birds. By the way, fishing is the primary occupation among
residents. When they donate the contents of their freezers, they are emptying
their own larders2 and wallets.

2larders—pantry

“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic,” © Kos
Media, LLC. “Kos” and “Daily Kos” are registered trademarks of Kos Media, LLC.
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15. Part A

What is the meaning of ingestion as it is used in paragraph 9 of the article
“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”?

Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 9 helps the reader understand the meaning of
ingestion?

A

B

C

D

removing from a protective covering

taking something into the body

working hard at a difficult task

sticking tightly to a surface

A

B

C

D

“Treat the affected animals as quickly as possible . . . .”

“. . . washing the feathers with detergent . . .”

“It is a labor of love . . . .”

“. . . to drink fluids, vitamins and charcoal . . .”
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Refer to the article by Dyan deNapoli titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue”
and the article “Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South
Atlantic.” Then answer question 16.

16. Part A

Which statement best describes a major difference between the structure of
the articles “The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Dyan deNapoli and “Update on
Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”?

A

B

C

D

“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”
compares and contrasts many ways people can help rescue penguins,
while the article by deNapoli focuses on only one part of the rescue
process.

“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic” is
mainly a chronological account of the oil spill itself, while the article by
deNapoli focuses on the causes and effects of the oil spill.

“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”
presents facts to support an argument in favor of helping penguins, while
the article by deNapoli is focused mostly on opinion and emotions related
to the oil spill.

“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”
provides the main steps in the process of the rescue effort, while the
article by deNapoli is a firsthand account of one person’s experience.

9
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A

B

C

D

E

F

“The cargo ship MV Treasure had sunk off the coast of Cape Town,
creating an oil spill.” (“The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Dyan deNapoli)

“The rescuers had set up makeshift pools, which held about 100 oiled
birds each.” (“The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Dyan deNapoli)

“But for me, the most inspiring part was the work of the volunteers.”
(“The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Dyan deNapoli)

“The penguins attracted the most attention as they are critically
endangered.” (“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South
Atlantic”)

“The crew members were brought to the Edinburgh, which was small
enough to dock on the island.” (“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from
Oil Spill in South Atlantic”)

“There are four major tasks required to save the penguin colony and
other affected wildlife.” (“Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill
in South Atlantic”)

Part B

Choose two pieces of evidence, one from each article, that support the
answer in Part A.

19
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17. You have read three articles about penguin rescue efforts after an oil spill.

• from “The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Lauren Tarshis
• “The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Dyan deNapoli
• “Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic”

Write an essay explaining the similarities and differences in each article’s
point of view about penguin rescue efforts after an oil spill. Support your
essay with information from all three sources.

Refer to the article by Lauren Tarshis titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue,”
the article by Dyan deNapoli titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue,” and the
article “Update on Penguin Rescue Efforts from Oil Spill in South Atlantic.”
Then answer question 17.
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17. Continued10
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