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August 17, 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians:   
 

In our efforts to educate children better than ever before, we find ourselves at a critical juncture between the 

education of children and the health and safety of students and staff.  In every instance, and in the rare 

circumstance that those two critical factors are in conflict, we will always choose health and safety.  The life of 

my students and staff is my first and foremost priority. The reality of where we are today with COVID-19 in 

New Jersey and Newark is a far better place than where we were a few months ago.  However, after careful 

consideration, we have decided to continue remote instruction through the first marking period, which ends 

November 17.    
 

We have properly forecasted, months in advance, the importance of training principals, nurses, teachers, and 

students before we began operating schools remotely.  In fact, we created and trained our own specialized 

facilities team, utilizing a new intensive cleaning and sanitizing initiative that is unparalleled.  We have 

followed executive orders that clearly delineate the importance of science in these matters.  We are grateful to 

the NBOE Task Force for the Reopening of Schools and other stakeholders who have provided us with 

incredible insight and priceless feedback.  We are appreciative of the experts who have assisted and guided us 

in the design of Newark's Reopening Plan.  We have modeled all that should be done and we have practiced all 

that is required of those on a quest to be the very best.  Given the distribution of thousands of Chromebooks 

and approximately one million meals, I am proud of my staff and truly appreciative of you, your children, and 

your efforts at home.  
 

As shared by principals at the start of this month, the next two weeks are dedicated to the distribution of 

Learning at Home Plan Kits.  We have also digitized the annual back-to-school form completion process, and 

you will be required to access and complete these forms in SchoolMint prior to the start of the school year.  In 

the coming months, we will provide our students with the very best of instruction and related services, 

administer assessments to gauge student progress with a special emphasis on social-emotional learning, and 

continue our food service program.  Families of students with Individualized Education Plans will be contacted 

by their case managers to schedule appropriate services.  We will also train families, students, and staff on 

safety protocols, continue to monitor ever-changing circumstances, and make decisions that have the best 

interests of our students, staff, and families at heart.   
 

I understand that these are trying times and that any decisions we make will create hardships for some and may 

alleviate those of others.  We have chosen this path so we can focus on our priorities first, communicate and 

build confidence, and implement our plan when it is time to return to in-person instruction.  We recommit 

ourselves to keeping you abreast of any changes in a timely manner so that you can plan accordingly.  We will 

post updates on the district and school websites to further assist in those efforts.   
 

If you have any questions, or require technical assistance, please contact your child’s teacher or speak to a 

member of the school’s Pandemic Response Team.  While instruction will occur remotely, the schools will 

remain open and scheduling appointments may be necessary.  The first day of school is September 8, 2020, 

and we are primed to hit the ground running. 
 

Sincerely, 

           

 

 

         Roger León 

Superintendent 


