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Dear Rafael Hernandez School Families, Students, and Community,

It is with great excitement and humility that [ introduce myself as the new Principal of Rafael
Hernéndez School. Over the past nine years, | have dedicated my career to education, beginning as a
classroom teacher in the South Bronx. This experience gave me firsthand insight into the challenges and
incredible potential of our students, and it has fueled my passion for creating learning environments
where every child feels valued, supported, and inspired to succeed.

For the last three years, I have had the privilege of serving as Vice Principal at Elliott Street
School. In this role, I worked closely with teachers, families, and community members to foster a culture
of respect, high expectations, and collaboration. These experiences have strengthened my belief that when
we work together—students, families, educators, and community partners—we can overcome obstacles
and open doors to new opportunities for our children.

At Rafael Hernandez School, I am committed to continuing this collaborative spirit. I believe that
education is not just about academics, but also about nurturing the whole child—socially, emotionally,
and creatively. I look forward to supporting our dedicated staff as we provide a safe, inclusive, and
engaging environment where every student can thrive and discover their unique strengths.

I am eager to get to know each of you and to build strong partnerships that will help us meet the
needs of our diverse community. Your voices and involvement are essential to our success, and |
encourage you to reach out, share your ideas, and participate in our school community.

As we embark on this new chapter together, please know that my door is always open. I am here
to listen, support, and work alongside you to ensure that Rafael Hernandez School remains a place where
every student feels empowered to reach their fullest potential.

Thank you for welcoming me into this wonderful community. I look forward to a year filled with
growth, learning, and shared success.

In Partnership,

Najie Kennedy
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