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May 5, 2020 

 

Dear Newark School Community,  

 

I hope this letter finds all of you and your families safe and in the best of health.  The last two 

months have forced all of us to adapt to new guidelines and guidance, and nothing has been 

normal about any of it.  I previously shared that you would hear from me only when a significant 

change has occurred to what was originally designed and discussed by the District.  That time 

has arrived. 

 

Since March 16th, we have distributed over 160,000 meals and approximately 10,000 chrome 

books, and provided unlimited wifi access to all of our students.  This has been a yeoman's task 

and I am appreciative of all of the parents and students, principals and school leaders, teachers 

and staff, nurses, food service workers, custodial services, security, central office staff, and my 

Executive Staff for making all of this and so much more possible for our students.  Everyone has 

been working under the most seemingly impossible (and definitely stressful) of circumstances, 

and I am proud and honored to have all of you on my team.  I also want to thank the members of 

the Board of Newark, Mayor Baraka and his entire staff, and all of our elected officials for their 

tremendous support and assistance.     

 

Yesterday, the Governor announced that all schools in New Jersey will operate remotely for the 

remainder of this school year.  While I know everyone is saddened by this news, this reinforces 

the severity of this situation throughout the world, in this country, and more specifically in New 

Jersey.  We must continue to adhere to CDC guidelines and all executive orders in our fight 

against Covid-19.  The health and safety of the children and staff is the first priority.  

 

I have been meeting with Principals, School Leaders, Teachers, and High School Seniors for the 

past few weeks, and today I held a meeting with all of the principals and school leaders who will 

share with staff and families the new procedures that all will follow for the next two months.  We 

discussed several topics that I know are important to all of you.  We discussed graduation, 

student progress and report cards, summer school, and plans for next school year, just to name a 

few.  I am confident that in the meetings they will have with staff and families in the coming 

hours and days, we will work creatively and collaboratively to find solutions to every obstacle.  

We will get through this because we will do it together.  I will hold another round of meetings 

with the same representative groups who have been instrumental in sharing what we have been 

doing and planning.  This includes the Board's Parent Tours; we had our first virtual session a 

few weeks ago with another one soon to follow.    

 

In collaboration with the Mayor's Strike Force, I am announcing today the formation of a 

steering committee that will assist in providing recommendations to be considered in the 

reopening of schools for this summer and fall.  I know that many other factors -- including 

science -- will determine how soon we get back to normal, and we will plan with multiple 



 

 

strategies in mind.  I take this opportunity to remind all of you that we will need to be innovative 

in our approach and everyone will need to continue to exercise flexibility, while remaining 

steadfast in our commitment to excellence.  This crisis has taught everyone that what we do 

today may need to change tomorrow, but that is not new to many Newarkers.  We are Newark 

Strong.  Our love for the city and each other will be the main factor that helps us through this 

profound and life-altering experience. 

 

My meeting with High School Seniors in the coming days will begin to set forward the plans for 

the most incredible graduation ceremony this city has ever experienced.  While graduation and 

other district events may look different than what we have become accustomed to, our goal will 

be to keep as much as possible consistent with previously set expectations.  Everything in the 

District isn’t changing because of the world around us, but some things are just not the same.   

 

Stay safe.  Stop the Spread.  Save Lives. 

 

I will keep all of you in my thoughts and prayers, and for those of you who pray, please do so for 

me and my family too. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mr. Roger Leon 

Superintendent 

 
 

 

 

 

 


