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Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

Let me begin by thanking you for your patience as we continue to formulate our response to the COVID 19 pandemic and our myriad 

of plans for the return to live instruction in the fall. It is my hope that this letter finds you well and in continual good health.  COVID 

19 and the spread of the virus caused much hardship, pain, and loss.  I am sure you are concerned with how your children will return 

to school as am I.  I write this to you with a hopeful heart, however, we are living in times that I nor you have ever experienced before.  

Uncertainty and daily changes evolve and cause us to rethink our plans. Patience and flexibility are needed for the safety of all.  

  

Recently, you have received the letter from our Superintendent Leon where he informs you that schools will be reopening on 

September 8, 2020. No doubt, you have many questions about how school will open and run.  At this time, answers to these questions 

are yet to be finalized because I am waiting for responses from you.  Please respond to the survey that was sent to you and is due back 

by August 14th where you were to inform us if your child would be staying home for virtual instruction.    

 

As Governor Murphy and the NJDOE have made us all continually aware, science and the “numbers” also known as data will 

ultimately dictate the safest manner in which we can return to school.  This is a serious and delicate balance because it places the 

undeniable importance of live education on one side of the scale with the need to protect and insure safety for all concerned parties, 

students, and staff, on the other side of the scale. 

 

 I am currently obtaining responses from my instructional staff.  As soon as I get all the data from your responses and the instructional 

staff responses, I can finalize the reopening plan. Then, the numbers will become clear. 

It is my objective to ensure the safety of all students and staff, therefore, I will be following CDC Guidelines in the development of 

this plan.  Certainly, the plan will ensure students and staff will have limited movement throughout the school building maintaining 

social distancing, wear a mask, sanitize their hands, wipe off their shoes, and all surfaces that are known as “high traffic” areas will be 

regularly cleaned and sanitized.  Kindly continue to wear masks in public and condition your children to wear masks for extended 

periods of time.  In school instruction will require that MASKS are worn at all times.   

 

Soon, I will be sending you a second letter that will state the details.   

In this second letter, you will be informed of: 

 Ingress/Egress Procedures 

 Screening Procedures 

 Student Movement and Hallway Traffic Procedures 

 Response to Students Arriving to School with Symptoms 

 Response to Students displaying symptoms during the school day 

 Breakfast and Lunch Procedures 

 Outdoor Recess Procedures 

 Scheduling of In Person, Remote, or Hybrid 

 Additional pertinent information   

Times like this require that we be patient, flexible, and confident.  In doing so, we will ensure that the children receive the best 

education possible under the “new normal conditions.”  We, at ANN STREET SCHOOL will do nothing less.   

I am certain that as we work together as partners, we will create an environment of unity of purpose aimed at developing the 

academic, social, and emotional needs of each student. 

 

Most sincerely, 

 
Linda J. Richardson, Principal 


