NCLC Partners with Abbott Leadership Institute,
East Side High School to Prepare Newark Students for the SAT

(Newark, NJ) The Newark City of Learning Collaborative (NCLC) is pleased to provide
free SAT preparation for Newark high school students for the fourth consecutive year.
Done in partnership with the Abbott Leadership Institute (ALI) and East Side High
School, and with support from the Rutgers University–Newark Chancellor’s Office, this
course offers an intensive eight-week preparation for the May 4, 2019 SAT exam.

Included in the course are 15 hours of instruction on test-taking strategies from
experts at The Princeton Review, practice workbooks, in-person and online practice
exams that simulate the real SAT, and an interactive online student portal with SAT,
ACT, and other college resources. Valued at more than $1,000 per student, this type
of rigorous preparation is often out of reach for low-income prospective college
students.

Eliminating the cost barrier associated with SAT preparation could help to expand
Newark students’ college-going options. A recent report released by NCLC and the
Rutgers-Newark School of Public Affairs and Administration finds that after high
school, fewer than 10 percent of Newark students attend highly or very competitive
colleges, like Rutgers-New Brunswick or NJIT, and only 1 percent attend the most
competitive colleges, like Harvard or NYU. Newark students are often staying close to
home after high school and attending less selective institutions even if they are
qualified for highly selective institutions, a phenomenon known as “undermatching.”
“The SAT is one of the most widely used measures for college admission, but when it
comes down to it, a student's score is really reflective of preparedness to take the
exam,” said NCLC Executive Director Reginald Lewis. “By helping students prepare
for the SAT and achieve higher scores, we’re actually helping to strengthen their
applications and to increase college access.”

Beyond simply preparing students for the exam, the partnership with ALI ensures that
students will have all the support they need to successfully transition to college. ALI
works through its College Success Center to help students and families as they
prepare to enter college and the workforce. In addition to collaborating with NCLC to
coordinate the SAT Prep Course on the Rutgers-Newark campus, ALI is also providing
ongoing support to students as they complete their applications, look for scholarships,
and otherwise prepare for the transition to college.
“There is no better preparation for the SAT than The Princeton Review [model], but for

many Newark families it is not affordable,” said ALI Director Kaleena Berryman.
“Students in Newark are brilliant and capable. What they often lack is access to gamechanging opportunities that will empower them to truly compete. We are proud to
serve as a partner with NCLC in this initiative.”
In total, 100 high school juniors are participating in this year’s course, split between
the Rutgers-Newark campus and East Side High School. Each site receives the same
intensive resources from The Princeton Review.
“This opportunity and educational experience is a game changer for my students (and
their families) as they ready themselves for the SAT exam. It is gratifying to partner
with such an innovative and dedicated organization committed to the success of our
amazing students,” said East Side High School Principal Michael West.
NCLC’s goal is to ensure that Newark students have the opportunity, information, and
access to go to college, afford college, complete college, and ultimately obtain good
jobs. Through SAT Prep and other initiatives that equip Newarkers to succeed, NCLC
helps Newark build and sustain a college-going culture.

For more information about NCLC, visit nclc2025.org.
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