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December 5, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

I hope this message finds you and your loved ones safe and in good health. 

 

As I write to you, we remain in the midst of a global pandemic unlike anything we have ever seen.  

The COVID-19 positive numbers across our country, state, and in our own city of Newark are rising 

at an alarming rate.  While we continue to keep the health and safety of our loved ones as our top 

priority, I am excited to welcome all of you to our virtual gathering for the Newark Board of 

Education’s 34th Annual Title I Parent Conference. 

 

The theme for this year’s conference is Pushing Through: A Different World.  I am hopeful that the 

presentations that you will participate in will assist you in addressing concerns that you have for 

yourself, your child, and your family.  We know that when schools and families partner together, 

such as what we are doing at this conference, we always persevere and overcome.   

  

One of the mainstays of strength and stability has always been, and remains to be, our parents and 

guardians.  As the Newark Board of Education ensures that those most precious to us, our students, 

maintain high levels of comfort, security, and continued academic success, we support you too 

through this most important annual event: The Title I Parent Conference.  Together we will navigate 

these challenges and continue Pushing Through a Different World! 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the Office of Title 1 and Federal Grants, the Office of 

Parental Engagement, the committee members responsible for this year’s conference, all of the 

presenters and partners, and all staff members who helped make this event possible.  All involved 

were steadfast in their determination to ensure that this wonderful event persevered.  Their work has 

been remarkable and I hope that all of you truly enjoy the conference. 

 

Sincerely, 
           

 

 

         Roger León 

Superintendent 



5 de diciembre del 2020 

Estimados Padres/Familias: 

Espero que este mensaje los encuentre a usted y a sus seres queridos salvos y en buena salud. 

Mientras le escribo, permanecemos en medio de una pandemia global como nunca antes habíamos 
visto. Los números positivos de COVID-19 en nuestro país, estado y en nuestra propia ciudad de 
Newark están aumentando a un ritmo alarmante. Mientras continuamos manteniendo la salud y 
seguridad de nuestros seres queridos como nuestra principal prioridad, me complace darles la 
bienvenida a todos a nuestra reunión virtual para la 34ª Conferencia Anual de Padres de Título I de la 
Junta de Educación de Newark. 

El tema de la conferencia de este año es Avanzando: Un Mundo Diferente. Estoy esperanzado de que 
las presentaciones en las que participarán le ayudarán a abordar las preocupaciones que tiene acerca 
de usted, su hijo y su familia. Sabemos que cuando las escuelas y las familias se asocian, como lo que 
estamos haciendo en esta conferencia, siempre perseveramos y superamos. 
  
Uno de los pilares de la fuerza y la estabilidad siempre ha sido, y seguirá siendo, nuestros padres y 
familias. A medida que la Junta de Educación de Newark se asegura de que los más preciados para 
nosotros, nuestros estudiantes, mantengan altos niveles de comodidad, seguridad y éxito académico 
continuo, también lo apoyamos a través de este evento anual más importante: la Conferencia de 
Padres de Título I. ¡Juntos navegaremos por estos desafíos y continuaremos avanzando por un mundo 
diferente! 

Quiero aprovechar esta oportunidad para agradecerle a la Oficina de Título 1 y Subvenciones 
Federales, la Oficina de Participación de los Padres, los miembros del comité responsables de la 
conferencia de este año, todos los presentadores y socios, y todos los miembros del personal que 
ayudaron a hacer posible este evento. Todos los involucrados fueron firmes en su determinación de 
asegurar que este maravilloso evento perseverara. Su trabajo ha sido extraordinario y espero que 
todos disfruten realmente de la conferencia. 

Sinceramente, 

           

          Roger León 
Superintendente
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December 5, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Guardians 
 

On behalf of the Newark Board of Education' Office of Federal Programs and Grants, 

please accept my sincere wishes for a successful 34th Annual Title I City Wide Parents' 
Conference. I look forward to an exciting, informative and inspirational day as I 
share in the workshops, demonstrations and conference festivities. 

 

"Pushing Through a Different World" is a most appropriate theme for today's 
conference. Remote learning, social distancing, and PPE are terms and concepts that 
have become a regular part of our everyday vocabulary. In this Different World, each 
day presents a new set of new challenges and great opportunities. While some days 
may seem more difficult than others, each day is vital and academically important 
in ensuring that Newark students get the education they need and deserve. 

 

We thank you and appreciate your resilience as we navigate this new territory. Your 
support and patience during these challenging times is greatly appreciated. You have 
truly been a partner in this work Your presence today further demonstrates your 
commitment to your child's education and reinforces the critical role of parents in 
ensuring a strong home school connection. 

 

As always, the Title I, Grants and Parent Engagement teams will continue to work 
diligently to provide you with the resources necessary to make informed decisions to 

support your child's learning and educational experience. 
 

We ask that you continue to work closely with your child's school and support District 
programs and initiatives. Your participation will have a lasting impact on their lives. 
 
Enjoy the Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Executive Director 
Office of Federal Program and Grants 

 



 

 
765 Broad Street • Newark, New Jersey 07102 • 973-733-7116 • www.nps.k12.nj.us 

Janet D. Chavis, Executive Director 
Office of Federal Programs & Grants 

 

 
5 de diciembre del 2020 

 

 

En nombre de la Oficina de Programas y Subvenciones Federales de la Junta de Educación de 

Newark, por favor acepte mis más sinceros deseos de una exitosa 34ª Conferencia Anual de Padres 

de Título de la Ciudad. Espero tener un día emocionante, informativo e inspirador mientras 

comparto en los talleres, demostraciones y festividades de la conferencia. 

 

Avanzado: Un Mundo Diferente  es el tema más apropiado para la conferencia de hoy. El 

aprendizaje remoto, el distanciamiento social y el PPE (equipo de protección personal) son 

términos y conceptos que se han convertido en una parte habitual de nuestro vocabulario 

cotidiano. En este mundo diferente, cada día presenta un nuevo conjunto de retos y grandes 

oportunidades. Si bien algunos días pueden parecer más difíciles que otros, cada día es vital y 

académicamente importante para garantizar que los estudiantes de Newark obtengan la educación 

que necesitan y merecen. 

 

Le agradecemos y apreciamos su perseverancia mientras navegamos por este nuevo territorio. Se 

les agradece mucho su apoyo y paciencia durante estos tiempos difíciles. Realmente que han sido 

socios en este trabajo. Su presencia hoy demuestra aún más su compromiso con la educación de 

su hijo y refuerza el papel fundamental de los padres para garantizar una sólida conexión entre el 

hogar y la escuela. 

 

Como siempre, los equipos de Título I, Subvenciones y Participación de Padres continuarán 

trabajando diligentemente para brindarle los recursos necesarios para tomar decisiones informadas 

para apoyar el aprendizaje y la experiencia educativa de su hijo. 

 

Le pedimos que continúe trabajando en estrecha colaboración con la escuela de su hijo y que 

apoye los programas del distrito. 

 

Disfrute de la Conferencia, 

 

Sinceramente, 

 

Janet D Chavis 

Directora Ejecutiva 

Oficina de Programas y Subvenciones Federales 
 



 
 

Antoinette Ellis-Williams, Ph.D. 
 

 
www.antoinetteelliswilliams.com 

 

Dr. Antoinette Ellis-Williams is Chair and Professor of Women’s & Gender Studies at New Jersey 

City University where she teaches: Women, Hip Hop Spoken Word & Social Change; Women & 

Leadership; Race, Class, Gender Activism; Diversity & Difference; Black Womanhood.  

 

Dr. Ellis-Williams is a mixed abstract media artist, and poet. Her solo visual exhibit 

Girlhood/UnDone (October-November 2017) showed at NJCU. She is the author of Black 

Gardenias: A Collection of Poems, Stories, & Sayings From A Woman’s Heart (Semaj Publishing, 

2013).  Dr. Ellis-Williams is a playwright and actor. Her one woman play Scarf Diaries premiered 

at NJPAC in 2017. Ellis-Williams is an award winning filmmaker. Her documentary Lee Hagan: 

Connecting Generations (2016) won best short documentary at the Newark Black Film Festival. 

She is a highly sought after international public speaker & lecturer. Her TedX Talk Finding Justice 

in the Land of the Free (2015) tried to unpack her immigrant status in America.  

 

Dr. Ellis-Williams is a minister at Bethany Baptist Church in Newark where she calls home. She 

is a member of the board of trustees for the New Jersey Institute of Social Justice. Dr. Ellis-

Williams earned her Ph.D. in Public Policy & Urban and Regional Planning. Immigrant. Mother. 

Wife. Citizen. Black Woman of God. Sister. Daughter. Grateful. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.antoinetteelliswilliams.com/


 
Carlos Lejnieks 

 

 

 

Carlos Lejnieks is CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Essex, Hudson & Union Counties (Newark, 

NJ) and immediate-past Chairman of Big Brothers Big Sisters of NJ.  Lejnieks took over an 

atrophied BBBS agency in 2008 and, within four years, went from serving approximately 100 

youth to serving over 1,100. Under his leadership, BBBS has received numerous awards including 

a formal recognition by President Obama.  

Lejnieks serves on the Brown University Alumni Association Board of Governors where he is 

Chairman of its First Generation Committee, creating policy to better support first generation 

college students at Brown. Lejnieks has served on President Obama’s Regional Finance 

Committee, Governor Chris Christie’s Education Transition Team, Governor Phil Murphy’s 

Transition Team and Newark Mayor Cory Booker’s Transition Team.  In 2019, Lejnieks was a 

Gubernatorial appointee to the NJ Real Estate Commission as well as the inaugural NJ Task Force 

for the “Continued Transformation of Youth Justice”.  

Lejnieks is a Trustee for Jersey City Medical Center (a RWJ/Barnabas Health Hospital) and serves 

as Trustee for RWJ/Barnabas Health’s Diversity & Inclusion Sub-Committee of the Board. 

Lejnieks also served on News Corporation’s Corporate Diversity Council from 2009-14 and was 

featured in their Philanthropy Leaders Forum in 2015. Lejnieks is co-Founder and Vice Chair of 

Democracy Prep Public Schools, a $175M school system based in Harlem serving 6,500 students 

in five states. Lejnieks won Democracy Prep’s “Change the World” award in 2006 for helping 

create the school. 

In 2011, Lejnieks was a featured speaker at the Newark Peace Summit headlined by the Dalai 

Lama. And, in 2018, he spoke alongside Sen. Cory Booker at the Nexus Global Youth Summit on 

“why mentoring matters”. 

 



 

Agenda 
 

 

9:30am   Artistic Expression from Students 

 

9:50am   Welcoming Remarks 

   Superintendent Roger León  

   Board President Josephine Garcia 

   Board Vice-President Dawn Hayes 

 

10:25am   Workshop Session I 

 

11:20am   Workshop Session II 

 

12:15pm   Health & Wellness Sessions – UZIMA Fitness/Yoga 

 

12:50pm  Workshop Session III  

 

1:40pm  Health & Wellness Sessions - Cooking Session/Urban Gardening 

 

2:25pm  Keynote Speakers  

   Dr. Antoinette Ellis-Williams 

   Carlos Lejnieks 

 

 



 

Session 1 Workshops 
 

An Introduction to Rethink Ed - Social Emotional Learning Program 
Megan Stuhrmann, Professional Services Manager, Rethink Education 
 

This presentation will provide an overview of Social and Emotional Learning and an 

introduction to Rethinks' Social and Emotional Learning Program to support families and 

caregivers.  

  

Transition to Kindergarten 
Cheryl Filipak & Kimberly Ramsay, Office of Early Childhood, NBOE 
 

This brief workshop session guides parents with practical and helpful tools and information 

to support smooth transitions to Kindergarten for children and families. The focus will be 

on the following: 

● Setting routines for children 

● Kindergarten differences and expectations for children 

● How parents can help with transition 

 

Transición al Kindergarten 

Ramona Salazar & Jacqueline Adames, Office of Early Childhood, NBOE 
 

Esta breve sesión de taller guía a los padres con herramientas e información prácticas y 

útiles para apoyar una transición fluida al Kindergarten para niños y familias. La atención 

se centrará en lo siguiente:  

● Establecer rutinas para los niños  

● Diferencias de Kindergarten y expectativas para los niños 

● Cómo los padres pueden ayudar con la transición  

 

Transition Planning for students an IEP starting at age 14 

Dr. Pia Moore, Supervisor of Special Education, Newark Board of Education 
 

The workshop will discuss the legal requirements for transition planning, including the role 

of school district staff, parents, students, State, and community organizations. 

 

The Parent's Virtual Voice: Advocating for Your Child's Needs During Remote 

Learning 

Kaleena Berryman, Abbott Leadership Institute, Rutgers University 

 

Parents and caregivers must ensure their children have the resources and support that they 

need to be successful whether school is in person or remote. Join us to learn strategies for 

effective advocacy, the different methods of stretching your virtual voice, and tips for 

working in closer partnership with your child's teachers and school. 

 



 

Session 2 Workshops 
 

Criando Familias Bilingües más saludables durante Covid-19 

Marisol Diaz, Director, Office of Bilingual Education, Newark Board of Education 
 

Este taller puede ayudar a las familias y a todos los accionistas a encontrar mejores formas 

de lidiar con los retos de Covid-19 mientras aprenden en casa. 

 

El Proceso de Aplicación de Escuelas de Newark Enrolls  

Denise Rodriguez, Senior Manager of Enrollment, Office of Policy, Planning, Evaluation, 

& Testing, Newark Board of Education 
 

El Proceso de Aplicación de Escuelas de Newark Enrolls  

* Uso de SchoolFinder para determinar el interés en el escuelas y programas  

* Determinar el ajuste adequado para su hijo  

* Información/documentos importantes que necesitan 

* Descripción general del proceso de la aplicación. 

* Proceso de Aplicación para la Escuela Secundaria 

 

Fundamental Nutrition Principles for Wellness 
Telema Briggs, PhD Candidate, Nutritional Science; Dietetic Intern, Rutgers University 
 

This workshop will focus on building a fundamental understanding of nutrition through 

discussing the importance and benefits of healthy eating, sources of nutrient-dense foods, 

how to interpret nutrition labels and the impact nutrition status has on overall health.  

 

The Newark Enrolls School Application Process 

Erica Paich, Director of Enrollment, Office of Policy, Planning, Evaluation, & Testing, 

Newark Board of Education 
 

The Newark Enrolls School Application Process 

* Use of the SchoolFinder to determine interest in schools and programs 

* Determining the right fit for your child 

* Important information/documents you need 

* Overview of the application process 

* High School Application Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Session 3 Workshops 
 

Apoyando la Salud Mental de los Niños 

Neysa Etienne, Mental Health Screener & Child Specialist, Clara Maass Medical Center 
 

Puntos Destacados: 1. Señales de Estrés (reacciones normales frente a señales de alerta) 2. 

Habilidades de Afrontamiento y Consejos para los padres 3. La Importancia del Cuidado 

Personal 

 

Family Financial Literacy 

Jonathan Jacobs, CEO, Kno Mor 
 

A three course meal of family Financial Literacy addressing students, young adults, and 

seasoned vets. 

 

Getting It Done: Worth More Than the Minimum Wage? 

Wilhelmina Holder, Lyndon Brown, Gregory S. Prince, Jr., & Sybil Bost, Secondary Parent 

Council 
 

Helping parents discover sustainable earnings and adaptations of future workforce 

demands beyond recessions, depressions, and pandemics are critical to economic stability. 

Learn where the jobs are and how to land one. 

 

No Se Deje Engañar: Contrate al Abogado de Inmigración Adecuado  

Marisol Conde-Hernandez, Associate Attorney, Law Office of Eric M. Mark 
 

Tal vez esté buscando un abogado de inmigración que haga un buen trabajo en su nombre. 

Tal vez un amigo o un ser querido fue recogido por ICE o arrestado por NPD. Los abogados 

pro bono (gratis) o de bajo bono (tarifa reducida) no pueden representar a todos, por lo que 

es posible que deba contratar a un abogado privado. 

Ha trabajado muy duro para ahorrar algo de dinero aquí y allá, y ahora puede que tenga 

que gastarlo en honorarios legales, pero ¿cómo elegir al abogado adecuado?  Escuche 

directamente de un abogado de inmigracion y defensa criminal, que es indocumentado, 

acerca de como puede protegerse de ser estafado. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Health & Wellness Workshop Sessions 
 

 

Yoga 

Esmay Richmond, Instructor, The Glamorous Yogi 
 

Enjoy practicing self-care, self-love and take some time for you. This class will allow you to 

connect to your breath and body and let go of your stress energy, worries etc.  With a focus on 

action, alignment and breath, this practice features a nice tempo to find what feels good and listen 

to the body. This sequence is easy on the wrists and great for the spine. A good practice for those 

new to yoga and great for fast paced yogis who want to keep a healthy and well balanced yoga 

practice. 

 

Uzima Fitness 

Tia Briggs-Sawyer, Instructor, UZIMA Dance Fitness 
 

UZIMA Dance Fitness is an exercise program featuring high and low intensity movement, that 

helps improve cardiovascular health, as well as balance, agility and strength. Our beginner 

accessible choreography means you need no special dance skill to succeed in UZIMA classes. 

You need only to prepare for fun, freeing dance routines that are sure to make you sweat!  

A celebration of all things Black and African culture, each workout involves choreographed 

movements set to upbeat Hip Hop, Reggae, Soca, Afrobeats , Salsa and R&B music.  

UZIMA is a fun, high-energy workout experience that keeps you excited to exercise—and 

coming back for more. 

 

Cooking Session  

Adunni Ogunlanoh, Chef, Taste Tutor 
 

This session is designed to showcase techniques to foster continuous learning while cooking. 

Participants will be given general tips for incorporating math lessons and science experiments into 

mealtime. The session will also focus on easy to prepare, healthy recipes using budget friendly 

ingredients. This will allow participants to build healthy learning and eating habits in a fun 

interactive way with their children. 

 

Urban Container Gardening 
Jahari Jacobs, Science Teacher/Garden Consultant, ThymeAfterThymeNJ 

 

The Urban Container Gardening Workshop is designed to provide teachers, staff, parents, 

and students with information on how to use recycled containers to start gardens in their 

home. They will learn the benefits of growing their own vegetables and how to do it cost 

effectively. This will then allow parents to serve as healthy role models for their children 

and ultimately be change agents in their own communities. It is a fun and interactive 

workshop that breaks down container gardening into digestible information that everyone 

can use. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra Special thank you to our parents, guardians, 

and community partners for your partnership in 

our vision for ALL Newark students to graduate 

high school ready for college and 21st century 

careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet D. Chavis  
Executive Director Federal Programs, Grants and 

Parent Engagement  

 

Michelina Thornton 
Director 

 

Barbara Evans 
Supervisor 

 

Margarita Muñiz 

Management Specialist, North/West Ward  

 

Mariah Alston 
Program Specialist, South Ward/HS  

 

Leslie Comesañas 
Program Specialist, East Ward/HS 

 

Chalaaya Downing 
Program Specialist, Central Ward/HS  
 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With thanks to our Parent Liaisons.  

On behalf of the Office of Federal 

Programs, Grants and Parent 

Engagement, I thank you for joining me 

in this most important work. 

  

We believe every child deserves a 

supportive adult to ensure their health, 

safety, education and general welfare.  

It is important to recognize that a 

partnership between schools and 

parents contribute significantly to a 

child’s education and academic 

success. 

 

Our parent liaisons, coordinators, senior 

managers and parent conference 

advisory groups have worked tirelessly 

to put together a conference that allows 

for the exchange of ideas, opportunities 

to network, make new connections and 

challenge old assumptions. Their work 

and service to families is a critical 

component within our schools and our 

communities. 

  

All the Best in 2021, 

  

Janet D Chavis  

 

Janet D. Chavis 

Executive Director 

School Parent Liaison

North Ward Abington Avenue Yesenia Gonzalez

Benjamin Franklin Vacancy

Dr. E. Alma Flagg Aidee Acosta

Dr. William H. Horton Elidea Brown

Elliott Street Carmen Duran

First Avenue Argentina Aquino

Luis Muñoz Marin April Anderson-Brown

McKinley Fanny Terrones

Park Elementary Desiree Valentin

Rafael Hernandez Daniel DeOilveira

Ridge Street Jacqueline Rodriguez

Roberto Clemente Micheal Garcia

Salomé Ureña Gabriela Arango

South/West Ward Avon Avenue Fenice Thomas

Belmont Runyon Positive Gunter

Chancellor Avenue Ayana Odom

George Washington Carver Dwayne Tatum

Hawthorne Avenue Marqese Singleton

Ivy Hill Sameeh McDonald

Lincoln Shelia Mungin

Louise A. Spencer Ana Caimayo & Yahaira Velez

Mount Vernon Dena Gordon

Peshine Avenue Sami Armstrong

South Seventeenth Street Vanessa Wynn

Speedway Avenue Gary Houston

Thirteenth Avenue Marion Hardy 

East Ward Ann Street Fernanda Coutinho

Camden Street Ibn Thomas

Cleveland Avenue Carol Cook

East Ward Yesenia Nunez

Harriet Tubman LaVonn Motley

Hawkins Street Marisol Ware

Lafayette Street Olga Malacre

Oliver Street Caitlyn Oliveira

Quitman Street Stephanie Ruff

Sir Isaac Newton Vacancy

South Street Veronica Diaz

Sussex Avenue Vacancy

Wilson Avenue Shirley Staciuk

High Schools American History Nygee Glenn

Arts DaVonne Salley

Bard Early College Veronica Osorio

Barringer Mark Tonsul and Charles Sheppard

Central Vacancy

Eagle Academy Angelo Clark 

East Side Carla Ruivo 

Malcolm X Shabazz Rasheed Sheffield

Newark Evening Vacancy

Newark School of Global Studies William Esteves

Newark Vocational Stacy Ragin

Science Park Wesley Jenkins

Technology Noemi Ballester

University Vacancy

Weequahic Barbara DeNose

West Side  Fatima Salaam

Specialized Schools Bruce Street Dwayne Tatum

Fourteenth Avenue Jessica Navarro

John F. Kennedy Aretta Bush

NJ Regional Day Aleasea Arbubakrr
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Where Passion Meets Progress
Roger León

Superintendent

Name, Title 
Department	

	



 
 

Roger León 
Superintendent 

 
Newark Board of Education 

 
Josephine C. Garcia 

Board President 
 

Dawn Haynes 
Vice President 

 
Shayvonne Anderson 

Board Member 
 

Hasani K. Council 
Board Member 

 
Yambeli Gomez 
Board Member 

 
Flohisha Johnson 

Board Member 
 

A’Dorian Murray-Thomas 
Board Member 

 
Asia J. Norton 
Board Member 

 
Tave Padilla 

Board Member 
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